Discussants: Harold (Bud) Lawson (Sweden), Søren Duus Østergaard (Denmark), Ingeborg Torvik Sølvberg (Norway), and Nina Wormbs (Sweden)
which systems structures have changed from standby computers to ever-enhancing networks.
With this as background, panelists commented about the role of computing history as an emerging new field of research and the possibility of finding value from more established scientific fields with historical contact.
It was then noted that early Nordic computing development had, to some extent, reaped some benefits from certain types of governmental support, and surely also from cooperation between industry, education, and research. However, central parts of the development of Nordic computer systems can hardly be said to have been the sole fruit of explicit governmental planning.
After a number of remarks from the panel, the discussion was opened up for comments and questions from the public. Numerous aspects were added, among them observing the importance of lessons learnt from insufficient concern about systems security and supporting compatibility between system dialects.
In a review of the points made during the panel discussion, certain aspects were emphasized. These often took the form of questions rather than answers:
 How can we address the concept of Nordic influence in a situation where the Nordic countries acted separately, to some extent?  Was there a geographically related type of influence, concerning shared responsibility?  Did the Nordic computing mentality (e.g., cooperation in systems work and user influence) transcend internationally?  What role can historians play in the further analysis of computing development in an information society?  Could the Nordic influence have taken a different path if computing scientists and engineers allocated greater concern to computing security in its early stages of development?
In summarizing the panel discussion, we note that the discussion raised more questions than answers provided. For future endeavors, statements were made about the importance of specific types of education that already start at elementary school. The need for increased security concern was also noted. Comments were added about the importance of a more evident gender balance in different phases of the historical development. These comments are important for future types of analyses, where lessons from the past may be a historical ladder upward and forward. A concluding remark of the panel discussion was as follows:
The Nordic countries are now part of the world, a situation where cooperation may be of increased value. It is worth remembering that we are only at the beginning of a movement into the online society, a development that contains much change.
